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Congratulations to Thornbury Methodist 
Church in the Bristol and South 
Gloucestershire Circuit who have been given a 
bronze Eco Church award. If there have been 
other awards in your Circuit please let us know 
so that they can be celebrated here. 

Living through major historic events: the IPCC report and Ukraine 
The following are extracts from a blog on the A Rocha website. 
February saw the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) release its 
most sobering report to date amidst the horror and chaos of Russia invading 
Ukraine, their peaceful, democratic neighbour. Unfortunately, the war in Ukraine 
is being used by those opposed to green energy as an opportunity to advocate for more oil and gas, even 
fracking in the UK. The IPCC report showed that climate change is accelerating faster than ever. The most 
climate vulnerable nations face severe consequences in terms of acute food insecurity and reduced water 
security through extreme heat, flooding, drought, wildfire and sea level rise. An estimated 40% of the 
world’s population are now “highly vulnerable” to climate and the degradation and destruction of 
ecosystems has increased that vulnerability, and impacted the capacity of ecosystems and societies to 
adapt to climate change. 
 
The report also shows that there is still a brief window to take action to keep temperatures under 1.5C. We 

are living through unprecedented times. We need the sort of leadership which looks to a vision of the 

future in which the needs of the most vulnerable in our society are put at the centre of how we plan. A 

leadership that works in partnership with nature to harness the huge capacity of wind, solar and hydro 

power. It’s important to remember that the IPCC is an intergovernmental group of delegates who 

commission scientists to write these reports, meaning that governments from across the world, including 

the UK, have signed off on this wording. A Rocha UK recently co-sponsored a letter to PM Boris Johnson 

and Chancellor Rishi Sunak, challenging them to show leadership in the approach to the recent Spring 

statement and the forthcoming Energy Independence Plan by phasing out fossil fuels and supporting those 

most heavily impacted by the energy crisis. More than 500 local and national church leaders have now 

signed it including our Methodist Church leaders. You can access the letter from the A Rocha blog at  

https://arocha.org.uk/living-through-major-historic-events-the-ipcc-report-and-ukraine/ 

 

COP15 part 2 which focuses on biodiversity resumes with face-to-face meetings from 25 April to 8 May 
2022. The meetings are expected to address the remaining agenda items, including the finalization and 
adoption of the post 2020 global biodiversity framework. 

DIY - No! 
You don't have to do it yourself; why not co-operate with others in the community in 
creation care?  Peasedown Methodist in North East Somerset and Bath has a building 
that is well-used but not all the time.  As well as making it available to the local 
Foodbank it is the base for a branch of the Repair Café and also hosts a Terracycle 
collection every month.   
 
The Repair Café run by Bath Share and Repair has a team of volunteers with various 

repair skills - electrical, mechanical, woodworking, tailoring.  Members of the public can bring along items 
that no longer work and the team try to get them back in working order.  Not everything can be saved 
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(John Wesley would be disappointed) but refreshments are served while clients wait and they can watch 
the repairers at work and hopefully learn how to do it themselves. 
 
Terracycle is a scheme whereby specific items like crisp packets, pens, oral health products that can't be 
placed in kerbside collections can be brought along to a collection point and then passed on to Terracycle 
to be turned into pellets from which plastic garden furniture and the like can be made.  Over 300kg of 
material has been saved from landfill in 20 months by the village environment group with the church 
providing the venue and some temporary storage as well as collecting inkjet cartridges that raise money 
for Climate Stewards (a scheme that is spreading across the circuit).  
 
Neither of these schemes involves a lot of work for the church but we provide the venue and the 
refreshments without which none of this could happen.  It's a way of partnering with others and enabling 
change to take place. And it also says to the community that we take creation care seriously. 
Ian Souter 
 
Good News Stories During the past year Victoria Methodist Church and Horfield Methodist Church, both in 
the Bristol and South Gloucestershire Circuit, have each received silver Eco Church awards. The following 
are their stories: 
 
Victoria Methodist Church Bristol:  A Snapshot of our Eco Church Journey  
More than two years ago we began learning about Eco church in various ways including Westbury on Trym 
church’s journey.  At our Church Council in February 2020 two significant things happened –firstly we 
received a challenge from our young people urging and suggesting actions that could make Victoria more 
eco-friendly. Secondly, we passed a motion committing us to formally start the journey as an Eco Church. 
Eleven members of the Victoria community volunteered to become Eco Champions and that group has 
taken the lead in the journey, with subgroups focusing on each of the five Eco Church areas. 

Worship and Teaching – we started from a good position with our 
worship regularly reflecting deep concern for God’s Creation. The 
letter to preachers was amended to inform them of our commitment 
to Eco Church. We held a Climate Sunday Service in July 2021 and we 
plan to hold two this year. Work with children and young people 
includes a focus on the Climate Emergency. 
Building –Our listed building inevitably presents our biggest 
challenge. A major refurbishment in 2017 resulted in improvements 
in heating and lighting for part of the building. An additional smaller 
refurbishment in 2021 led to further improvement in heating 
controls, lighting and provision of some secondary glazing.  
Land - the land round our building is small but we set up a bug hotel 
helped by the young people, installed compost bins and sowed the 

lawn with wildflower seeds. 
Lifestyle – Last year in Lent, daily actions were suggested through the circuit Touch the Earth Lightly 
calendar and Eco Champions shared their ideas and experiences. In the coming months we will be focusing 
on Ethical finance and encouraging one another to undertake personal carbon audits. 
Community/Global Engagement- In July 2021, in spite of the challenges of the pandemic, many members 
of the congregation were involved in running a well-attended Eco Fair. There were various recycling stalls, 
information stalls and a photographic exhibition Celebrating Creation. A panel of speakers, chaired by our 
local MP, shared their projects and aspirations relating to the climate emergency.  This included a local 
Councillor, the CEO of the charity Tree Aid and the Executive Chair of the Well Being Alliance. There was 
also a fascinating Activists in Conversation session where an activist in her twenties discussed with one in 
her eighties their motivation, experiences and challenges in taking direct action.  



In the evening there was poetry, music and storytelling which sought to celebrate creation and expressed 
our vision as a church to share the gospel through the creative arts.  The day provided inspiration and 
challenge to all who attended. 
 
We were delighted to receive the Eco Church silver award in July 2021 and our journey continues as we 
aim for gold. 
Jane Stacey and Christine Stones 
 
Horfield Methodist Church 

Our eco journey has been challenging and rewarding. Like a lot 
of churches the building is old and draughty and we don’t have 
much land or green space. The first thing we did was set up our 
Eco Group so that we could work as a team. We wanted to see 
where we were, what we already did well and what we could 
change in order to improve our impact on the environment. 
Getting together and seeing that we all share a common goal 
and have the desire to make changes has been inspiring. 
In some ways even though we have achieved the Silver Award, it 
feels that the real work starts now. With the tools provided we 
know what our carbon footprint is and have identified the things 

we need to improve on and what we need to do next. 
We are committed to continuing to push the Eco Church message to our members and user groups. We 
hope that others will be inspired to join up and express their love for God’s world. We know that we can all 
make a big difference even with small changes. 
Going forward we are committed to becoming a Fairtrade Church and making sure we buy local and 
organic when we can.  
Lou Carias 

Events A series of interesting webinars is being held in April by A Rocha: 

An introduction to Eco Church and getting started April 25: 12.00pm -1.00pm This tells you everything 
you need to know to get started. 

Gaining momentum and working towards an award April 26: 12.00pm – 1.00pm. This webinar is aimed at 
people in churches who have registered for Eco Church and taken their first steps but need a little help to 
get things going and work towards their Bronze award. 

Eco Church and Net Zero Carbon April 28: 12.00pm – 1.00pm The final webinar in the series looks at the 
links between Eco Church and Net Zero Carbon; how they are different and how they inter-connect. 

For further information and to sign up go to https://arocha.org.uk/events/  

Victoria Methodist Church Whiteladies Road Bristol BS8 1NU is holding an Eco Fair on Saturday May 7 
11.00am – 4.00pm. For details see their website: https://www.vic-methodist-bristol.org.uk/  

Facebook Group Don’t forget to visit our public Facebook group where you 
can share ideas, ask questions and discuss anything relating to the Bristol 
Eco District. You can visit the group by following this link: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/526479268456099 or simply by 
searching for Bristol Methodist Eco District. The aim of this group is to share 
information and ideas to help our churches and individuals to live more 
sustainably. Please visit the group and join in discussion.  

Please feel free to copy this newsletter or any parts you feel relevant to your situation and use it in church 

notices or magazines. We welcome contributions to future issues from anyone, including churches on their 

Eco journey.  Please send to Pauline and Mike Culshaw at culshaw@strawberryvision.co.uk  

https://arocha.org.uk/event/an-introduction-to-eco-church-and-getting-started/
https://arocha.org.uk/events/
https://www.vic-methodist-bristol.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/526479268456099
mailto:culshaw@strawberryvision.co.uk

