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Methodist International House, Newsletter.

Autumn 2008.

Having seen off the immediate closure threat, this Summer has seen M.I.H. again under
attack, but this time from the paint brush and rollers.

The Scaffolding went up and the outside of the house was painted at the start of the
summer, and the one extra sink in the Kitchen, which was needed to meet House of
Multiply Occupancy rules, was also put in over the Summer.

With the house half empty due to the kitchen work (something we have not had for many
years), the staff were able to address the areas of the house which were looking somewhat
tired. The above picture is the new look lounge.

Mark had his first prolonged time off for sickness in over twenty years; after a head injury
on his fiftieth birthday. It had to be while Zuzana was on Holiday of course; September was
‘a keep on top of it month,” and certain areas of decorations are still being finished off.

With Peter leaving home to start at a residential college, Mark and Sheila are now having
two separate weeks on holiday. The first on their favourite Canaries Island. The other is for
a week in Scotland, with Dawn and Peter joining them. Sheila cannot let Mark being in
hospital on his fiftieth birthday pass without having an operation herself on her big 50 in
November.

Staffing wise, Pauline remains loyal, (new) Zsuzsanna from Hungary has helped with the
decoration and has now permanently joined the staff. Daouda started during the Summer,
and now has responsibility for the bathrooms and public areas, while Zsuzsanna and
Pauline look after the kitchen and bedrooms between them.

We are again full with new students looking forward to year in Bristol, and to welcome them

we are holding a party on October 18" Hopefully the Air Training Corps band will
be joining us again; will you be here to listen? In June, the evening in the garden was very
pleasant, with the young people informally playing after their main performance. See you at
some point?

Sheila
Life as an assistant warden.
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TV for cash

Methodist International House , Rodney House, Clifton Down Rd, Bristol BS8 4AL www.misw.org.uk/bristol




M.I.H. October 08 Newsletter 3

On Saturday 4™ October, | was filmed for Dickenson's Real Deal TV programme to be shown at
some point during the current series in 2008.

I sold some silverware which had been donated to MIH about two years ago to sell to raise funds
during the 50 year celebrations. Local jewelers valued it at £150 but did not want to buy it at the
time.

The screening /selection valuers put the selection at the same price and wanted to include it on the
programme. Nerve racking.

If you have never seen the programme you then sit "head to head" with a dealer who tells you about
your items (all of ours were from 1902 to 1922) and then makes an offer. Your job is to try and get
them to increase their offer. When they reach their final offer you can then either accept it or elect to
go to Auction, October 23rd in this day's filming case.

£70, no thank you. £100, not sure. In steps Mr. Dickenson (stressing that the items were for Charity)
and tells everyone what the valuation team had said. He then persuades the dealer to increase their
offer, which you either accept or elect for auction.

| accepted the £120, to Mr. Dickenson's relief because he could say his punch line:
"A fair price, that is the Real Deal!"

We then refilmed little bits that they had liked in our natural interaction and | could come home with
£120 cash in my pocket for MIH.

Yes | have entered it in the MIH books...
30 seconds of TV fame: A STAR!?

Mark

Jome letters we have received,

- | could not say good bye to you when I left. I would like to say thank you very much for
supporting us to allow us experience such a wonderful time in MIH. | really appreciate it. It
was such a unforgettable experience to make so many friends from all over the world. |
never felt lonely when | was in MIH. Could you please tell all the staff and the people who
supported the MIH that | really appreciate the time in MIH and thank you very much for all
the help an Dear Mark, Sheila, Zuzana, Judit, Karen, members of MIH support staff and
residents of MIH,

Much appreciated for your support and caring which has made my short stay in MIH a
pleasant and memorable one. | treasure the opportunities to meet with residents from
different nationalities, background and experiences. The home atmosphere is particularly
admirable.

I'll certainly miss the many occasions of chatting in the kitchen when preparing our meals,
the moments of discussing various issues when watching the news on TV and the exciting
instances when watching the European Football Cup matches. I'll miss you all.

It's time to say goodbye. I'll be traveling back to Hong Kong today. Wish you all a pleasant
and memorable time in MIH.
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Best wishes,
KS

- Dear all.

I and Scott are leaving M.I.H.. Thank you very much for everything. We have really
enjoyed stay here for one year. All the warden team members are so kind and helpful.
...... Thank you for all the friends. (list of names) you guys make us feel we are in a
warm big family. Hope everybody have a good future! Tanya and Scott.

And one received in July.

- I might have been escaping from your memory. But days at MIH were the nice
memory when I was in Bristol during 2004--2005. Many thanks for the caring from
you and your family at that time. This appreciation might be too late, though. ( Do
remember me to Peter).

I wish I could be there seeing you again some day in the future. Very delighted to
see you are still taking care of the house, actually you are doing it for our beautiful
memory.

By the way, if possible, drop me a line about Philip's address. I lost the password
for the former email address and lost contact with him. Does he still keep visiting
our social?

All the best

Yucai LIN

As usual there is always someone who cannot get a visa, and this year it was the last
people due in. therefore it can leave us with an empty room, at a stage when there are
few people still looking for a place. This year it is filled by someone

who did not like her preferred University Accommodation. She has put - “ ﬂ?‘

on the notice board, G ek
“Hi, I'm very happy to have the chance to live with all of ,fi;}j_::f"'-, A8
you (smiley face). ....” [. W ) ko]

Let us hope she still feels the same at the end of her stay! e U

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- N ]I_;_:_'-:r' o

Nationality Count Oct., 2008 [Students]:

USA: Syria: Kenya (x3): Spain (x3): Japan (x2): Saudi (x2): German: Hungary: Pakistan:
Taiwan: Poland (x2): India (x3): Serbia: British: China (x3): Nigeria: Italy (x2): Australia:
Iran: Greek: Czech: South Africa: Thailand: Palestine: Sri Lanka.

[Staff]:

English (x3): Slovakia: Hungary (x2): Ivory Coast (x2).

Advance Notice

In January it is intended that there will be a two week exhibition at the New Rooms which
will be showcasing the various Methodist projects in the Bristol District. The Midland Road,
Methodist Centre, The Wesley College Conference Centre, The New Rooms and Charles
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Wesley House, and ourselves, are joining together with a launch on January 19", During
the exhibition there will be the opportunity to make appointments to visit the various
buildings and see the valuable, diverse work that The Methodist District is successfully
engaged in.

These projects may be considered “costly” by £ sign only, focussed individuals but are
worthy ways of witnessing to Christ’s work. From The District’'s website it says:

The calling of the Methodist Church is to respond to the Gospel of God's love in Christ and to live
out its discipleship in worship and mission.

This the projects do effectively and your continued prayer and/or financial support is both
needed and appreciated.

Mark.

More photos of MIH life (removed from e-mail version)

May 2008 outing to The Usk valley and enjoying the new lounge.
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